210      ST. AUGUSTINE AN1.) HIS AGK
tion. On the one hand the Donatists we greatly embittered against him, and to fall ir the hands of" the roving fanatics who conduct the physical side nf the controversy for that st would probably mean death. It is said tl1 before long the bishops of the sect declared tl the man who killed Augustine would gain plenary indulgence of his sins. That is quitr keeping with what we know nf the reiigin quarrels of the day. At all events, it wmiKl n he pleasant even if he escaped with a eopio draught of vinegar and salt-water, ur some sjmil experience of the controversy. On the oili hand, many towns were eager to set HIT him f their bishop. lie had again to move abroad \vi the forethought of a debtor at large, His fj theory of free will would count for little if he f into the hands of any congregation that needed bishop. On one occasion, indeed, some rntc prising />*/WYM seems to have sent a tew of members to Hippo for the purpose of kidnapp'u him, for we find that Valerius was obliged conceal him for a time.
However, the bishop was forced at length attach him to his church by .1 firm, if somrwli irregular,  bond.    At that   time a  canon   of   t